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What Teachers 
Really 
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“One of the 
best gifts I 

ever received 
was from a 

student who 
wrote me a le

tter outlining
 for me all o

f 

the important
 moments tha

t I had spen
t with her. It

 

wasn’ t the no
rmal ‘You are 

my favourite 
teacher’ card, 

but a detailed
 account. I lo

ved it!”

           
           

   Mary Jane Her
lihey 

“My ‘best ever’ gifts have been garden fl owers and 
plants from my kids. Many of them have included poems or 
stories. I have many ‘forget me nots’ which warm my heart. 
Every year I look into my garden and remember the great kids 
who gave them to me.”
Erin Marshall 

“One of my favourite gifts is a recipe book from a child in my class 
written by some ladies from a church parish. I still use this gift for my 
favourite recipes that always work.” (Consider collaborating with other 
parents to compile a recipe book with contributions from each family.)
Elizabeth Ludgate

“One of the best was a letter from a student in my class 
who had some special needs. She told me how much I had helped 
her, and said that she donated money to Five Counties Children’s 
Centre because they also help kids.”
Diane Mather  

“One of the best gifts I ever got was a 
beautiful tray of an assortment of Christmas 
baking that I just had to plop on my table for 
Christmas dessert! (I hate to cook!) It was a 
great time saver for me at a very busy time of 
year!!”
                  Mary Lynn Rutherford“I received a beautiful gift last year that I will always treasure. 

It is a framed “scrapbook” page, which depicts a traditional Christ-

mas scene (i.e. family room with fi replace, stockings hung, etc.). 

What makes it extra special is that there are four stockings, one for 

each of my family members, with our names digitally placed on the top 

of each. Talk about personal and everlasting!” 
Julie Selby

Teachers Talk About Their Favourite Gifts

“Last year I received 
the most amazing letter of ap-

preciation from one of my students. It brought
 tears to 

my eyes and made me feel what I’m doing is worthwhile. 

If students feel they 
need to buy a commercial gift, a 

gift card from a book store is the b
est for me. Often the 

money goes right back t
o buy books for the c

lassroom, 

which I would have bought anyw
ay.”

                          
                  Annette Payne 

“A gift I love to receive is 
a gift for someone else. We al-

ways have the toy drive a
t school and I ask paren

ts to consider 

purchasing a gift for a c
hild in need.” (You can ta

ke this idea 

one step further and pu
rchase a toy drive gift t

o represent the 

teacher, such as a craft 
kit for the art enthusias

t. Your child can 

still present the teacher
 with the gift, with a note directing him 

or her to forward it to the toy drive.) 
    

                             
                          Marlene McMurray 

“My favourite gift ever was a burned CD with contemporary artists singing Christmas carols. I still bring it out and listen to it every year, and it always reminds me of that student and the class she was in.”

Julia Hawman

From the desk
 of Marion 

Hubble

Marion Hubble


